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Pebblebrook High School 2.0: Project-based; Problem Solved!
Department: World Languages        





Fall Semester 2014
COURSE TITLE: Spanish I





INSTRUCTOR: Paul Chance
EMAIL: paul.chance@cobbk12.org 




PHONE: 770-819-2521 ext. 1105

Google Voice #: 678-723-8454
CLASSROOM BLOG:  https://www.schoology.com/user/12271709/updates

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  http://www.cobbk12.org/Pebblebrook/
Youtube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnuePmRPRILOcuIph8LvlCQ
PHS SCHOOL VISION: Empowering Students to Become Productive Members of a Global Community

PHS SCHOOL MISSION: Modeling and Developing Intellectual, Physical and Emotional Behaviors that Lead to Success for All
KEY ACTIONS: 
· Increase the Graduation Rate

· Increase rigor and student engagement (Project-based learning environment)

· Increase community and parental involvement

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

In this course students will progressively acquire the four basic language skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing using basic vocabulary expressions and beginning grammar concepts. The course will allow students to communicate at a novice level while exploring the target culture(s). Students will also gain a better understanding of their own language and culture in order to participate in the global community. 

GPS-ML* Thematic Units: School and classroom routines, customs and etiquettes, colors and numbers, time and calendar, weather, clothes and shopping , celebrations, family and friends, foods and restaurants, parts of the body, sports and leisure time. 
*Georgia Performance Standards for Modern Languages Suggested Topics
KEY STANDARDS: 

Grading Categories Based on Performance Standards for Modern Languages (as per Picasso)

Summative Assessments are tests, projects, presentations, and sometimes quizzes.  Summative assessments are weighted heavier than formative assessments.

Formative assessments are daily grades, homework, class, activities, and sometimes quizzes.

A Copy of Skills Developed in Level 2 is attached.  ML=Modern Language; 2=Level two
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GRADING POLICY: 

Student grades will be determined by the following activities that are designed to improve their understanding of the     target language:

1. Participation in daily activities such as dramatizations, role-plays, dialogues, class discussions, notes and lectures, supplementary reading, completion of class work in a timely manner, having the appropriate material for the class, cooperative learning, games, individual and group activities. 

2. Written work such as paragraphs, worksheets, book activities, conversations, etc. will be periodically collected and graded.

3. Quizzes will be given periodically, starting from the 2nd week of class, in order to review student’s progress and reinforce their weaknesses. These quizzes may be written, oral or auditory. Anything discussed in class is “fair game” for a possible test item.

4. A performance assessment (PA) will be given at the end of each unit.  These assessments will be related to the topics learned during the course.  Some of these assessments will be in Spanish. The teacher will review material and clarify any doubts before the test.  

Extra Credit: Extra credit opportunities will be presented to the entire class periodically as seen fit by each individual teacher. They will be posted on the blog where each student will be able to see the requirements for the assignment. No extra credit assignment will be accepted after the deadline. 

GRADING SCALE:

A - 100-90% 
B - 89-80%
C - 79-74%
D – 70-73%
F - 69-Below
SYNERGY ACCESS TO GRADES:  

It is strongly encouraged that you keep your Synergy login information in a safe place and that you have access to the information when needed.  Parents should contact the Main Office (770.819.2521) or Mr. John Chandler at ext. 099 in order to obtain their synergy password and access information.
Please note that when you are viewing grades in Synergy that a blank grade column for your child has no effect on their grade.  If the space is blank, then your student may not have turned in that assignment due to absence or the teacher may not have entered grades for that assignment at that time.  An “X” means that the student is exempt from an assignment at the discretion of the teacher. 
TEXTBOOK/SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: 

Central Texts: 
Realidades Level I— Each student will be assigned a textbook for use during the semester. This textbook is a source of information that provides additional practice for students.  Each student is responsible for keeping the textbook in good condition.  If the textbook is lost, stolen, or damaged, you will be required to pay the full cost of replacing the book ($ 70.00).

Required/Supplemental/Parallel Texts for the Course:

Supplemental texts for the course will be provided by the teacher and/or be posted on the blog. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: This course will be taught in Spanish 90% of the time. This requires total attention from the students. Scaffolding will be provided in every class period to make language comprehensible. 
Students begin each class by doing daily mandatory warm-ups.  During this time, attendance will be taken.  Warm-ups may be collected or counted as extra credit points for summative exams.  In the warm-ups, I normally will check for mastery of material previously introduced.  The students do not have the option to skip the warm-up! Next, the instructor will introduce the performance standard(s) and essential question(s) of the day.  After that, homework is reviewed or new material is introduced by active instruction.  A period of activity meant to support the new or old learnings occurs.  There will be many opportunities for summarization.  At the end of class, the day’s learnings are summarized via varying closing techniques.  A student has studying homework every day even if no written work is assigned.  I will update the blog daily.  Please keep up with these postings.
MATERIALS NEEDED:

                Students are required to bring the following:


OPTIONAL:  Spanish-English Dictionary
· Realidades 1 textbook





Smart Phone

· Composition notebook





coloring pencils

· 3-ring Binder (to store handouts and paper)



markers

· Pencil/ pen ( Blue or black only)
DONATION REQUEST:  

· White copy paper

· Dry-erase marker
· Hand Sanitizer
· Kleenex
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 

In order to keep students from distractions they are required to:
1.  BE POLITE: Always keep a low and friendly tone of voice during class. Talking without permission and rudeness to teacher and fellow classmates is not tolerated. 
              2.  BE PROMPT: Come to class on time and ready to learn.


              3.  BE PREPARED: Have all materials ready and follow the teacher’s directions.

              4.  BE AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT:  Participate in class. 

              5.  BE CONSIDERATE of others by respecting them, their property, and their time in class.

**No candy, food, or drinks are allowed (only WATER IN A BOTTLE IS ALLOWED) ONLY WHEN IT INVOLVES     CLASSROOM ACTIVITY.

Consequences: 

1st offense: Warning

2nd offense: Student-teacher conference

3rd offense: Phone call to parent/guardian 

4th offense: Referral to administration 

Please note: Steps may be skipped due to the severity of an offense

FINAL EXAM EXEMPTION:
Students with no more than one excused absence may qualify to exempt one of their final exams.  Students with a course average of 80 or higher may exempt one final exam of their choice.  Students with a course average of 79 or below may request that ten percentage points be added to the final exam grade.  Towards the end of the semester, students who qualify may submit an Exam Exemption Form to the classroom teacher of their choice.  Teachers must verify that the student qualifies for the exemption.
PARTICIPATION:

Class participation is an important component of the AP curriculum. Much can be learned from the exchange of ideas that occurs during class discussions. Frequent absences SERIOUSLY jeopardize your success in this class. The participation grade will be based on the degree of student involvement in the learning activities, including attention to and participation in written and oral exercises, class discussion, preparation for class, and homework.  To reiterate:  If you do not participate in formal class discussions, you will not receive a passing grade for that activity.

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY:

It is the responsibility of the student to collect make-up work and complete the missed assignment(s) within 5 days of returning to school.  Sometimes the student may need to stay after school to make up missed assignments (tests, quizzes, presentations, etc.); please see the teacher to make arrangements. Each student will provide his or her own transportation if making up assignments before or after school.
LATE WORK POLICY: 
No late assignments will be accepted. If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, they will submit the assignment when they return to class. 

TARDY POLICY:  

To avoid being counted tardy, students must be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.  School policy states that students may receive Saturday School, In-School Suspension, and Out-of-School Suspension for repeated tardies.  
EXTRA HELP: 

Morning Session

7:30 to 8:00 on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday and must be pre-scheduled by students
Afternoon Session
3:40 to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 

As per the school’s policy, cell phones are not to be used during class time unless directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. Students will receive a discipline referral after one warning to put away any electronic device (unless the device is being used for instruction). Students are allowed to bring certain technologies to class (iPad, laptop, Kindle, etc.), but it should NOT interfere with the teaching or other’s learning. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cheating is considered a serious matter.  Any student who is involved in cheating/plagiarism will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and his/her parents will be notified. 
For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone's answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work or homework assignments

· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student's paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
CLASSROOM BLOG:
Throughout the year, students are expected to use the classroom blog daily. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check the blog and come prepared to the next class. All handouts and assignments will be posted daily to the blog. 

My blog: https://www.schoology.com/user/12271709/updates

. 
FINAL THOUGHTS:

I look forward to a great semester and year. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me.

Remember, 

How you dress makes a first impression,

How you speak makes a lasting impression!

Paul Chance
***The instructor reserves the right to alter the syllabus as needed.  You will be informed of any change.
Student/Parent Signature Sheet

(TO BE RETURNED BY THE 5TH CLASS MEETING -- WHICH IS__8/8/14__)

Printed Name of Student (First and Last):  

_________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name of Parent/Guardian (First and Last):  

_________________________________________________________________________________
TO BE FILLED OUT BY PARENT/GUARDIAN:  There are times when I need to contact you about your student.  Please indicate the following:

HOME PHONE:  _________________________________________________________________________

CELL PHONE:  __________________________________________________________________________

WORK PHONE:  _________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________________

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING…

Our signatures indicate that we have read the syllabus, the course description, and the above information.

Student Signature:  ______________________________________________ Date:___________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ______________________________________  Date:___________ 

Comments (continue on back if necessary): In addition, if your child has any MEDICAL problems that I need to be aware of, please let me know.  I will make accommodations.
